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Advi sed when he was at eenager toavoi dt he
evi| Darwn, Sept enber neeti ng speaker Gane Kri t sky
spent nearly awhol edol | ar onacopy of Darwn's
arginof Speciesandpl ungedright i n, onlytobog
down anong t he pi geons i nChapt er 2. Qrer theyears,
he becane a pr of essor of bi ol ogy at t he Gl | ege of
Munt S. Joseph and an expert ont he peri odi cal
ci cadas t hat | nundat e G nci nnat i nei ghbor hoods every
17years, Addhereadandreread @/grn Not until the
thirdor fourthread ngdi dhebegi ntounderstand
Carw n' s nessage.

Lat er he pol | ed hi s st udent s t 0 see hownany
woul dadmit tohavi ngread Darw n' s nast er wor k.
Qrer thepast 12years, out of about 200 st udents, he
has foundonl yonewocl ainstohavereadit. Ater 24
years of teachi ng Darw n, Gene’ s own conf usi onand
hi sstudents’ rel uctancetoreadDarwnat a | covi nced
himowite/mstar @/gn hisomaqui ckietour of the
Qrg naf eci es.

Darwnoriginal lyplannedtowiteanul ti-
vol une seri es onspeci ation, but after recei vinga

(Cont. Pg 6)

Vor| d O der Agenda, ” bitterly denounced “Jew sh
ned apl ushigcapita ” and, inat | east onecase, fought
it out wthhl ackyouthsamdst thetear gas. The“Battle
inSeattl e’ brought erstwhi | eant agoni ststogether to
faceacommonenenyinthestreets.

Wiat was behi ndthi struly renar kabl e m x?
Howwasit that nenersof thefar “left” and“right”
foundt hensel ves f aci ngdown pol i cetoget her?I nthe
answerstothesequestionsnay |l i etheshapeof future
Awericanextremsm . ..

Mbr e and nor e, peopl e on bot h ends of t he
traditiona pditica spectrum—particu arlythosewo
areyoung—arefind ngthat thel r vorl dvi ews over| ap.
They ar e opposedt owhat ar e seen as t he honogeni zi ng
forcesof gl obal i sm Theydespi secapitalismwthits
t endency t o concent r at e weal t handt o nake peopl e and
econom es nor e and nor e al i ke —t ur ni ng t he pl anet
intownat i sseenasabl andandnat erial i sticMVar| d.
Theyp nefor neti onsof peasant-likefd ktiedc osdyto
thelandandtothei r nel ghbors. Theyfight for apristine
envi ronnent, al andunsul | i edbycorporateagricuture
and ur bani zat i on. They det est nan- cent er ed phi | 0so-
phi es, seei ngani nal sasnol essi nportant t han hunans.
Theyre ect rational i sminfavor of akindof nystical
spiritudity. Aoveadl, thesenai nl'yyoungpeop e—n
sone wvays, t he descendant s of t he “back-to-the-1and
hi ppi es of t he 1960s —favor decentral i zati on.
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Comments

“ A Pugnacious Snapping Turtle”
by Joe Gastright

AlvaCurtis(1797-1881), an agent of Samuel Thomp-
son arrived in Cincinnati in 1841 just in timeto add Joseph Rodes Buchanan
MD to the faculty of “The Literary and Botanico-Medical Institute of Cin-
cinnati.” The school had been chartered in Columbus in 1839 as an aca
demic version of the anti-intellectual Thompsonian “ patent medicine” which
was sweeping the country.

Curtis broke with Thompson because he thought a little education
would improve the quality of herbal doctoring. His school was renamed
the“ American Medical Institute” to better compete with its crosstown rival
the Eclectic Medical Institute”. Rechartered in 1851 as the * Physio-Medi-
cal Institute”, this lonely herbal college survived until 1880.

Joseph Rodes Buchanan (1814-1899) was born in Lexington, Ky. to
the newly appointed founder of the medical school at Transylvania Univer-
sity. Described as a self-educated journalist, philosopher, educator, and
sometime doctor, Joseph Buchanan Sr. was an ornament on the faculty of
the “ Athens of the West”. Hislectures on the Philosophy of Human Nature
composed one of the first books printed in the state of Kentucky (Rich-
mond, 1812). This vitalistic and metaphysical attack on a problem still
beyond, or more accurately, outside of science shows little interest in, or
appreciation for the material side of existence. Father Buchanan decided
on “Home Schooling” for his sonwho polished off geometry and astronomy
by thetime hewas six yearsold. At twelve J.R. was writing commentaries
on Blackstone’'s Commentaries on the Laws of England.

Buchanan was orphaned whilein histeens. He supported himself a
printer and later ateacher and he attached himself to the man who replaced
his father as the head of the Medical School, Charles Caldwell MD (1772-
1853). Caldwell was agraduate of Benjamin Rush’s premier medical school
in Philadelphia. A gifted writer, he practiced medicine in Philadelphia,
taught at his alma mater, and edited (1812) the noted journal, “Port Folio”.
While at Transylvania he wrote the first American volume on Phrenology
(1826). He was also interested in Mesmerism, the Unity of Man, Prison
Reform, and other controversial subjects of the day. In 1837 he fell out
with the pesident of Transylvania and led most the medical faculty to Lou-
isville where they established a medical school, which continues at the
University of Louisville. Hewas aprolific writer of books and articles who
could be found on the vitalistic and metaphysical, and liberal side of every
controversy. Hismedica work was considered sound and part of the main-
stream. Buchanan graduated in one of the first classes of the Louisville
Medical Institute and shared many of his mentor’s interests and biases.

The Joseph Rodes Buchanan who came to Cincinnati in 1841 was
ready to take up the fights and follow the style of both his father and
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Charles Caldwell. These men were all very bright, for
the day well educated, and by any standard good writ-
ers and communicators. They were also completely
convinced of their own brilliance on any subject. Jo-
seph Rodes went on record as saying that “he never
looked at the views of others on a subject so that he
would not have his own position diminished.” From
his father he learned that all truth is intuitive and per-
sonal. Scientific truth was only the application of his
attention to “experiments’ the results of which would
be immediately clear to him. Empirical results were
“scientific.” If something was clear to him, it must be
true and scientific. Caldwell who shared many of these
“pre-scientific” but “postmodern” conceits, added pug-
nacity and public relations to Buchanan's personality.
He became Eclectic Medicine's “bulldog” or “snap-
ping turtle” as he attacked conventional medicine for
the next 50 years. He probably did contribute to the
decline of calomel use, and blood letting but his contri-
butions to medical practice are at best limited. It is not
clear that he ever practiced medicine or knew much
about it. Unlike Caldwell he was not respected by the
regular medical establishment. Hisfifteenyearsin Cin-
cinnati were not uneventful, as we will see.

— Joe Gastright (September, 2000)
s N\

WANTED! ! |
U gent | y Needed!

Menber willingtogiveART.
about one hour a nont h f romSept enber
toJune. Thejobistoget i nfornati on
about upcom ng neeti ngs fromBrad
Bonhamand sendtheinfornati ontothe
Exurer, the fRst, and Gty Bear. These
meet i ng announcenent s are our onl y
| ocal publicity. They nay be sent by
mail, e-nmail or fax. The met hod f or
doingthisisal ready set upandreadyto
go, inthePublicity Qoordi nator’s
not ebook.

Vol unt eer now
Gl | or e-nai | Roy Auerbach, 731- 2774,

grea@i nci.rr.com J

Too Many Books....
Too Little Time....

TheQarka Life
Larwnandthe A1 neval Soup
by Ghri st opher WI | s and Jef frey Bada
(Ganfori dge, MK Per seus Rubl i shi ng, 2000)

Ceationi st witerstendtonmxthequesti onof
evol utiontoget her wththe probl emof theoriginof
life. Rrhgpsthisishbecausetherinterpretati onof the
B bl espeaksonl y of genesi s, not of earthhistory. If
creationistsweretobebel i eved, hunanhi story began
at thebegi nningof theearth. Therewas noearth
history, nobid ogi ca history, nohunanpre-history,
no st one age. To sci encethetwoi ssues are very
di fferent and demand qui t e separ at e r esear ch
appr caches. Bvol utiondeal sonl ywthgradual change
inani nal sandpl ant s over tine, devel opnent fromt he
onecd | edearliest biaticba ngstothed nosaurs, the
birdsandthenanmal s. Thisisstrictlyahistorical
questioninwhi chal | evi dence cones fromt hetraces
| eft bythepest.

Thi sbook, i ncontrast, i sabout theorigi nof
life, abio-chemcal questioninwhichhistorical
evi dence pl ays onl y asubordi naterol e. Vi are not
likel ytofi ndnuchfossi|i zeddat aabout theprocesses
olifesbegmings. Itisinthelaboratorythat sc ence
triestorecrestethecond tionsof theearl yearthtofind
experi nental evi dence howt he first reproduci ng
nol ecul e nay have ari sen. WI | s and Badareport on
thestateof thi sresearch. Theyexamnea | aspect s of
howl i femght haveari senonearth.

Thebook i sdedi catedtoSanl ey L. Ml er who
hdl f acenturyagotookthefirst stepinthisexd aration
| nafanous experi nent he creat edsi npl eamno aci ds
by shoot i ng spar ks t hr ough what was t hen t hought
m ght have been t he conditions of the early
at nosphere. Qur understandi ng of the early
at nospher e, thesources of energy, theearliest life
forns, and many ot her questi on have changed
dranatical lyinthepast fiftyyears. For onething,
rather thanlifeexistingfor thepast six hundred
thousandtoonebi | lionyears, wenowunderstandlife
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nay have conei ntobel ngasfar asfour billionyearsin
thepast. Wiileit wasthought |ifenght havetaken
hundreds of m | i ons of yearstoconeintobei ng, we
nowseet hat we nay be deal i ngw thagenesi sti ne span
of only af ewt housandyears.

Qur under st andi ng of early envi ronnent s
differsconsiderablyfromMI|er’sexperinent. The
consi stency of theearly at nmsphererenai ns uncl ear,
and pr obabl y vas suly ect t ochange bot hover short ti ne
spans, andi nthevi ci nityof va canoes. BEner gy sources
aval | ad eontheearliest earthinadd ti ontolighten ng
i ncl udenot onl y val cani cexpl osi onsandheat, but a so
thei npact of nassi veneteorites. Lhdervat er vol cani ¢
vent s havea sobeenproposedasthesiteof earlylife.

Bt eri ngi ntohypot hesi zi ngabout t hebegi i ng
of lifeisour nuchnoredetal | edunder standi ngof the
natureof livingcd |'s. Thed scoveryd thedoud ehel i x
of DNAasthebl ueprint for lifeprovi desonea mnthe
searchaof |ife sheg nmni ngs. Soneresearchersthinkthe
nmessenger RNA, whi chi s nore stabl ei nmany
envi ronnent s, nay havefornedearliest life. Qhers
expect anuchnore primtive nol ecul e, onethat no
| onger exi sts, tohavebeenthefirst replicator.

Li fe, we knowt oday, canexi st under extrene
condi tions. Mcrascopi clifehasbeend scoveredin
vat er and bri nes deep bel owt he eart hs surface. Q her
prinntivelivingthi ngsareensconced near t hesurface
but i nsi de Antarcti crock. Li feal sosurvives under
extrene harshcondi tionsinthe col dwaters of the
Acticocean.

V¢ have cone al ong way frombDarw n’ s own
suggestionthat |ife nay have begun sonewhereina
warmlittlepond. Generations of astrononers,
ged ogi sts, chemists, andbi d ogi st s have nadi fi edour
under standi ngof theearl y earthbeyondrecogni ti on.
Theearliest enviromnent sareseenasast ormessau ted,
vol cano st udded, eart hquake w acked chaos. Ti dal
forces and gi ganti ¢ cycl oni ¢ w nds woul d not have
permttednany warmlittle ponds. As know edge
spreads, questionsproliferate, andthefrontier of
know edge br oadens rat her t hanshri nks.

Thi sbooki snonorethananinteri mrevi ewof
ongoi ngresearch. It i sagoodway t o cat ch up onwhat
isgoingonnow what i sknownat thistine.

—\%| f Roder

A X

LeryingH st ory: Vo says t he Hl ocaust
Never Happened and Wiy do They Ky 1t ?
By M chael Sherner and Al ex G obnan
(Whiversityof GliforniaRress, 2000)

Hstoryisfull of hoaxes, that i snarrati ves of
event st hat never happened andcl ai ns that certain
eventsthat did, infact didnot. There probabl y never
was a King Art hur, nor di d Lady Godi vari de naked
anywhere, neither . Gausnor the A edH per canbe
docunent ed. Schol arsregul arly churnout books whi ch
depi ct Jesus Gri st not asanact ual personbut annxi ng
t oget her of various nyths andl egends. Al of these
peopl e | i ved hundr eds of years ago, | ong bef ore
phot ogr aphy or voi cerecordi ng. But howcoul d anyone
deny t he Hol ocaust, thedel i berat edestructionof si x
ml | ionJews bet ween 1941 and 1945. onparedto
doubtful historical data thi sevent happenedwthinthe
nenory of thestill living, it was docunentedin
phot ography andfilm ineyewtnessnarrati ves, in
bureaucrati crecords, andi neveryway i nwhi chdat a
canandcoul dbenadeinthi scentury.

Those who deny t he Hol ocaust, essential |y
assert threethi ngs. Wi | e nany, perhaps hundr eds of
t housands of Jews di ed at t he hands of t he Ger nans,
nllionsd dnot. Thedeathsthat d doccur werepart of
t he chaos of war and di d not represent i ntenti onal
externmnation, andnei t her wher et here ever any gas
chanber s i nwhi ch nen, wonen, and chi | drenwere
nur der ed. Make no mi st ake about i t, t he nenwhose
witingsdenythesefactshaveanideo ogi cal agenda,
nanel ytorevi veati - Jewshhat redsandt oj ustifyraci st
national i sm I nather vwords Hl ocaust denia i spart ad
parcel of thereviva of Naziism

Theaut hors of L&ryrngH storytakeapart the
argunent s of the hal ocaust deni ersthought for t hought
t o showhowand wherethey are pl ainwong. Inthe
process t he aut hor s showvery cl earl y t he di ff erence
betweenrational researchand pseudo-hi story. They
al sod scusswthcl arityhowhi storyi sdone. Hl ocaust
denid isverynuchlikecreati onismnthat thedeniers
never cl earl y stat ewhat t hey concl ude or assert what
theythinkreal | y happened, but concentrateonpi cki ng
apart statenentsby historians. Ascreati onststendto
I nsi st on t he snok/ ng gun, *showne j ust one
transitiomd fossil,” sohd ocaust deni ersinsi st on“j ust
one gas chantoer, or one concr et e pi ece of evi dence. ”
Any one pi ece of evi dence can al ways be r gj ect ed,
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expl a nedavay, or rel ativi zed. Deni erscana vaysfind
avay of insisting, that aparticul ar canaf poi sonvas
usedfor del ousi ng, or thi s gas chanier was onl y used
fordsinfectiond dahng
The Hol ocaust, andtheaut hors bringthi s out
extrenel yvel |, was aconpl ex event whi ch st ret ched
over several years, and had nany aspects. Ve knowof
the nurders, thegassings, andthat the Ger nans
I nt ended t 0 ext er mnat e t he Jews f r omnany sour ces.
Hstayisna likeatrid wthindvidd cruci d p ecesdf
evi denceneat | y| abel edandl ai dout onatabl e, rat her
hi storical know edgeistheresult of nany | i nes of
evi dence, docunents, eyew t ness accounts, architec-
tura renai ns, phot ographs. Nosi ngl e pi ecewoul d show
theprocessandintent of the@rnans. Inthehi story of
the Hl ocaust, asinather conpl exevent s of thepast, vwe
arel ookingat nanylinesof rational inferencefroma
nul titudeof facts. Theprocessisnot arbitrary. There
areval i dways i nwhi chhi stori ans drawconcl usi ons. A
great nerit of thisbookisthat Sherner and G obnan
expl a ntheprocessof hi storyandthed fference bet ween
va idadirrati ond concl usi ons.
—\%| f Roder

At hor oughl y heal t hy personi s one I
who has not yet been exanined by a I
- psychi atrist or acuack. I
4 -- bi o-ast rd oger Esnera davon I

Lowenzahn- Dent del i on :

J N N
W veanaj or-1 eague Fresident, BI I,
(Wthapitchforvhichplayersvwldkill. )

Hecanget tofirst base
A ablisteri ngpece,
Adcanscorestand ngperfectlystill.

| T 17|
[ T T T T T T T 1T 1T T T T T 11

A Puzzefor Thinkers

Pocket Money

Tom R chardand Hel en, threestudent s at
Vel nut School ar e di scussi ng pocket noney. Tom
can not bel i eve herecei ves onl y hal f as nuch
pocket noney as R chardwhoi s onl y nont hs ol der
andinthesane grade. Hel en, whoi s al nost an
adul t andafenal etoboot, getsone-and-a-hal f as
michas R chard. Together al | threecad | ect $28.80

per week. Hownuch does each st udent recei ve?
—adapt ed f romAdit henat i sche Lerkspr e e(1997) p. 57

Sol uti onsfroml ast nent ' s puzzl e Three door s,
onewthgirl andtwowthgoat.

The ast oni shinganswer i s, yesit nakes a
di ff erence and he shoul d change hi s choi cetothe
ot her door. WWent he cont est ant nade hi s ori gi nal
choi cehehadaonei nthreechance of pi ckingthe
girl, v chthat door still has. Theat her unopened
door hasaoneintwochanceof ha dingtheg rl, so
itisthebetter pick It naybeeasi er tounderstad
if weinaginetherewasonegirl andni negoats.
Thereisonlyaoneintenchanceof pickingthe
right door first off. Thenthehost opensei ght other
doorswthgoats. Wiat i sthelikel i hoodt he guest
pi ckedtheright door thefirst tine, wat isthe
chancet herenai ni ngdoor of nineho dsthegirl?

Bewar e of Magnet s

that Real |y Wirk:

Thel atest hea thfadisusing
nagnetstorel i eve pai n. Noone has
shown t hey wor k ot her than as a
pl acebo, until Dr. Thonas Mitti oni
of the ArizonaHeart Institutein
Phoeni x conpl et ed a st udy whi ch shows nagnet s
i ndeed have areal effect onsone patients. The
nagneti cfiel dcankill peopl e who have a pacenaker
or aninpl anteddefibrillator, sonagnets shoul dbe
kept at | east si xinchesfromsuchdevi ces, he says.
For i nstance, soneone w t h a pacenaker and a
nagnet i ¢ nat t ress pad coul dfindthei r pacenaker
shut off if theyrd | over ontothe r stonach. (AP
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Cicada Guy Unlocks Origin (from pg 1)
request for anabstract i n1853, hew ot et he oneval une

Qr/g'n an“abstract” wel | over 500 pages. Gene has
reducedt hat t 0125 pages of excerptsandillustrati ons
I'i nked w thhisown notes explainingDarwin’ s
ar gunent .

The O/ grnof Qec/esai nedat refutingthe
clainsof creati onistswobe i evedthet a | speci esvere
createdinasing eevert fd | onedyears| ater byafl ood,
af ter vihi chani nal s di spersedfromasi ngl el ocati ond |
over theearth. Darwntestedthisbelief agai nst
observati onshenadei nthefiel dandfoundit vanti ng.

He observedt hat t he Gal apagos | sl ands are
vol canic, fairlybarren, andnarkedby| avathat | ooks
freshlypoured. Athoughthel avaisabout four nllion
yearsol d, it isyounger by far than near by Sout h
Anerica. Darw nfoundthei sl ands i nhabi t ed by an
array of uni que speci es, whi chvariedslightlyfrom
islandtoisland Carwn' sfanousfi nches, for exanpl e,
shoned beak si zet hat variedfrom slandtoisland. Ifit
weretruethat all species were di spersedfrom
sonevher e i n Tur key, wherethe fl oodwas t hought to
have t aken pl ace, howhad t he fi nches nanaged t o
di sperseacrossal | thevast | and ar eas bet ween Tur key
and Sout h Aner i caand not | eave descendant s al ongt he
way?

Hsgod wastoestadl i sh
t hat descent takes pl ace vi a
natura sel ecti onover veryl ong
periodsof tine, andtocontrast
thisnotionwththecreationi st
approachthat al | speci eswere
createdat once, i nonep aceand
not sol ongago. Heal sowant ed
tonail histheory down by
pred ctingfuurefinds. Hefoundabrilliant witeorchid
grow ngi nMdagascar wthalong12inchnectary, a
curvi ngfunnel i nvhi chnectar i sproduced. Thefl oners
stay openfor weeks.

Theseobservati ons | ed Darwntopredi ct t hat
nat ural sel ectionhad producedani nsect suitedto
feed ngfromandpal | i nati ngthisorchid Hepred cted
thei nsect woul dbeanat h, because not hs f eedat ni ght
vwhent hewhi tefl ower woul dbequi tevi si bl e, andt hat
t he not hwoul d have a probosci s about as | ongasthe
nectary. About S0years| ater thed scoveryof anoth
uni que t o Mdagascar confirned Darw n' s predi ction

The not hwas noct urnal , had a pr obosci s ni ne i nches
| ong, pol |inatedthe orchid, andwas giventhe
appropri at e subspeci es nane redf cta

Wien he w ot e t he 500+ page “abst ract ” t hat
we knowas t he @/ gr n of Qecr es, Darw n di d not
begi n by at t acki ng hi s eneny head on. | nst ead he
began w t h sonet hi ng he bel i eved he coul denti ce
nany readerstoaccept: that variationtakes pl ace
under donesti cation. Bventhiswasanuphill battle
becausei nthemd-nineteenthcentury, it waswdel y
acceptedt hat eachdonesti cvari ety was derivedfrom
asinlar speciesinthew | d, suggestingavall ey
sonavher ei nt he sout hof F ancewher e packs of wld
pood esstill roaned. 1t was not wel | under st oodt hat
br eeds of dogs arevari ati onsw t hi none speci es, or
that cabbage, Bussel ssprouts, kal e, broccd i, andso
onarea soad | variati onsof onespeci es.

Tonake hi s argunent, he used obser vat i ons
drawn fromar cheol ogi cal finds. Hewas abl et o show
for exanpl e, that sel ectivebreedingof theibishad
goneonfor centuries, resultingindifferent horn
shapes over tine. Hewas abl et o showt he power of
sel ectional soby conparingvari eti es of donestic
pi geons, a | descendant sof therock dove, sel ectedfor
varioscheracteristics. Fata l sadpouterswththe r
puf fedchest saresod fferent fromeachaother andfrom
t he Rock Dovet hat t hey coul dwel | have been mist aken
for different speci es. Carw npresent edevi dencet hat

o donesticationcreatedvariation
g Y throughsel ection, wththegoal of
per suad nghi sreadersthet variation
istheresut o sd ection
I nhi s second chapt er Darw n
set out toconvi ncereaders t hat
variationoccursinnat ure. Heshovedt hat i f aspeci es
has aw de geographi cdistribution, it wll showa
conti nuunof vari at i onacr ass speci es, subspeci es and
varieties. inglyi ngaprocess, nat thedefintivesing e
creati ondf aset of speci esthat thecreati oni stsargued
for. Hewas abl et oshow for exanpl e, that aspeci es
of Tiger @wyinhabitingwdestretchesof thelndi an
Qeanshowedw devariationinitsshel | patterns.
Anot her speci es of Gow'y, found onl y on East er
Isl'and, ontheother hand, shonedlittlevariation. He
pred ctedthat broadgeographi cal distributionledto
w devari ati onandfoundevi dencetosupport it
Havi ngshownt hat vari ati ontakes pl acein
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nat ureaswel | as under donesti cati on, Carw nset out to

showvhy vari ationsoccurs. Thefirst stepwastoshow

that natureisastruggl efor exi stenceinwhi ch
popul at i ons pr oduce nany of f spri ngof whi chonl y sone
survi ve. Ghapter 3laysout thestrugg efor survival .

Thefourthchapter of @/gincarriesDarwn's
argunent forwardbyill us-
trati ngtheadapti veval ue of A
variation. Rrotectivecd ora i ‘\
tionof nothsisanexanpl e. L L
Chapter 4al sodi agrans t he
raed change toillustraeh s
ar gunent t hat speci es change e
at variousrates. He al so t
arguedthat conpetitionfor
resourcesi s great est anong
siml ar i ndi vi dual swho need
t he sane resour ces. Such
conpetitionisapressurefor
change.

Chapt er 5 di scusses
probl ens for histheory,
incl ud ngthenationthat the
eye nust have been cr eat ed,
becauseit i s soconpl ex and
perfect that stepwsevari a
tionsl eadi ngtotheeyewou d
not befunctional . Darw ndi sposes of thi sideaby
denonstrati ngthat primtivebut functiona versi ons of
eyes exi st i n nany speci es. The sane ar gunent can be
nade t hat t he honeyconi nade by t he honeybee i s so
perfect thet it nost havebeencreat edi nasi ng estroke.
Darw n shows t hat t he honey cont ai ner s nade by
di fferent speci es of bees f orma graded seri es of
vari ation, show ngthat process, rather thansing e
strokecresti oncausedthevariation.

Darw ngoes ontodenonstrat et hat speci es
occur whi ch can cross- breed and producefertil e
offspring. Soeciesarenat tata |l yi ndependent entities
whi chcanproducefertileaof fspringonl ythrough
i n-breedi ng. Anexanpl ei stwoof the si x speci es of
peri odi cal ci cada, the 13year speci esandt he 17 year
speci es. These do not cross reproduce i n nat ur e,
becauset hey energefronthegroundat different ti nes,
but if thetwoareput together artificiallytheycan
r epr oduce.

You nmay have noti cedthat sofar Darw nhas

&

7

failedtodraginthefossil recordfor evidenceto
support hi sargunent. Not onl y does he not usef ossi |
evi dence, hegoes out of hiswaytospendanentire
chapter discreditingfossils. Hetakesthi sapproach
becaused cregtionists criticisnihet thefossil record
isinconpl ete, failingtoshom nterned at estages. Qe
probl emw t ht he f ossi |
recordisthat wecan't
recogni ze i nt er nedi at e
st ages when we see t hem
Hedidpredict that fossils
predatingthe Canbri an
Age woul d soneday be
f ound, whi ch has i ndeed
occurred. Healsowote
thet a thoughd | thefossils
knowninhistinecoul dbe
fittedintopresent day
cat egori es, wewoul deven-
tual lyfindfossilsad dand
di fferent enoughnat tofit
intothosecategories, a
predi cti onwhi chal so has
been confi r ned.

Havi ng dunped f ossi | s
as evi dence, Darw ngoes
ontothe essence of his
argunent: thepredictabilityof thedistributionof
pl antsandani nal s usi ngpri nci pl es of bi ogeogr aphy,
Hedenonstratesthat clinat ea one, a thoughit causes
variaion isna thesd ecaused variaion Thefinches
of the Gl apagosi sl ands vary fromonei slandtot he
next, eventhoughal | of thei sl ands havet he sane
clinate. Gnpetitionisneededinadditiontoclinate
and ot her aspect s of geogr aphy t oaccount for change.
Carwni sfinal chepter denanstratesthet cl assification
of pl ants and ani nal s has a branchi ng pattern
consi stent w th, and nor e under st andabl efrom the
poi nt of vi ewof vari ati ons and speci at i on caused by
returd sdection

Youw | | nodoubt havenoticedthat Darw nhas
avoi dedt he word“evoal uti on” w t h even nor e vi gor
thanhedunpedfossil s. Infact, henever usedthevord
inthe @/gnaf Soeci es, duetoconcernthat it woul d
arousetheireof thecreati onists. Hrbert Sencer, a
Britishsoci d ogist, i nventedt he phrase”survi val of
thefittest” andusedthewordeva uti on.

-- Rpartedby M rg ni aJergers.
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VWHQ Al local skeptics - their friends and family - including

members of FIG, ART, UC Skeptics, CORI (Columbus,OH), KASES
(Kentucky), Lexington (TN) Skeptics, and South Shore Skeptics

(Cleveland,OH) - adults only, please.

VHAT: Explore the World of Supergtitions - rational &

irrational, familiar & unfamiliar. Then, test your courage- del,
oneor two - open an umbrellainside, walk under a ladder, or step on a crack.
Will you get home safely? Will you liveto tell thetale? Join usand find out!

VHEN:  Friday, October 13, 2000 at 7:30 PM.--10 ish. Pop,
Snacks, finger food and desserts. BY OB - wine and beer, no hard liquor.

W'I E R E : St. John’s Unitarian Church, 320 Resor Ave. Cincinnati, OH @

Pl ease RSW ('S0 we knowhow many peopl e to prepare for)
wi th Donna Loughry at (513) 961-7331 after 5PM

Mark your calendars and plan to attend!
8
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The Association for Rational Thought is an independent, nonprofit, scientific and educational organization. We share the
ideas and philosophies of CSICOP, the Skeptics Society, and JREF.

CSICOP : the Committee for the Scientific Investigation of Claims of the Paranormal publishes the Skeptical Inquirer, a
journal of investigations of paranormal claims. PO. Box 703, Amherst, NY 14226-0703, phone: 800-634-1610, fax: 716-
636-1733, www.scicop.org

The Skeptics Society, publishes The Skeptic Magazine. PO Box 338, Altadena, CA 91001; phone: 626-794-3119; fax
626-794-1300; skepticmag@aol.com and www.skeptic.com,.

JREF: the James Randi Educational Foundation publishes the Swift Newdletter. 201 SE Davie Blvd. Fort Lauderdale,

FL 33316-1815. phone: (954) 467-1112, fax: (954)467-1660, www.randi.org

A.R.T. meets on the second Saturday of each month September through June, 10:00 AM at James Tavern in Blue Ash and
publishes Cincinnati Skeptic each month. A.R.T. meetings are open to the public. A.R.T. also maintains a database of
information on paranormal claims for local new media to consult and investigates local paranormal claims. A.R.T. was
founded by Cincinnati area skepticsin 1991. Annual dues are $15.00 and include a subscription to the Cincinnati Skeptic.

For more information call: President Roy Auerbach (513)731-2774 or Nurit Bowman, (513) 731-0642 or visit our website.
Address Changes and Corrections, Membership Questions. Roy Auerbach (513) 731-2774 E-mail: raa@cinci.rr.com

Mailing Label Information: “00/00/00 Member”: You are a member in good standing; your membership will expire on
the date on the label. “Lapsed’: (highlighted) - your membership has expired. Please send your dues as soon as possible.

Yes! — | want to support the important work of The Association for Rational Thought and receive Cincinnati Skeptic
and meeting notices. | have enclosed funds for:
ONew Member ORenewing Member OContribution  OGift membership for/by:
Name:
Street Address:
City: State: Zip:
Phone Work:  Home: E-mail:

We have kept dues low and will continue to do so in spite of rising costs. However, if you are able to, your additional
contributions are very much appreciated. Please give generoudly, it possible. Thank you very much!

I would like to make a contribution in addition to my duesto further the important work of the Association:

Contribution Amount: $ Dues: $ Total Enclosed:

Make your check payable to the Association for Rational Thought and mail to A.R.T., PO. Box 12896, Cincinnati OH
45212. Contributions are not at present tax deductible, but we are working on it.

CIRequest subjects for future meetings
CPlease do not include my name and address in mailing lists exchanged with other groups.

Skepticism and ART on the Electronic Media
- P
[ ]

o For the latest in skeptical news via e-mail, join SANE, the Skeptical Area Network

E ‘-'E Effort. You will find cheerful, rationa messages from CSICOP, James “The Amazing”

i -’, Randi, your fellow local skeptics and ART in your e-mail box every week. Thisis our
means of staying in touch between issues of the Cincinnati Skeptic.

Be sure to check out our skeptical website at  http://www.cincinnatiskeptics.org --- It contains: our
BLURBS on various subjects; lots of nifty links to skeptical thinking around the world; the information for
joining SANE; the basic definition of who we are, what we do, and our bylaws. In addition, you'll find such
things as how to get to our meetings held at James Tavern; other ways to reach us; and how to send sample
copies of the newsdletter to potential members. —David Wall, Web Site Manager

Web: http://www.cincinnatiskeptics.org E-mail: darkon@one.net
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Address Service Requested

The Association for Rational Thought is an organization committed to encouraging rationaal, well- informed
evalution of fringe-science, pesudoscience, and paranormal claims. A.R.T. encourages the investigation of paranormal
and pseudoscientific claims from a responsible, scientific viewpoint and the distribution of the results of such investiga;
tions to the public. You are cordialy invited to become a member of A.R.T. Membership information is included

elsewhare in this issue.

Preview Of Coming Attractions....
Second M eeting of the 2000-2001 Season! Date and Day: Friday, 13 October 2000
Friday the 13th -- a great evening for a Superstition Bash!!

Mark your calendar and plan to attend!
NOTE: Therewill not be any Meeting on Saturday, October 14, 2000 !

Third Meeting of the 2000-2001 Season! Date and Day: Saturday November 11, 2000

Place: NEW LOCATION!!! NEW LOCATION!!! Bonham Branch Library; 500 Springfield Pike, Wyoming, OH. Library is
at NE corner of “the pike” & Wyoming Ave. Parking is extremely limited at library & for nearby businesses, so if you're at
all ambulatory, PLEASE park down Wyoming Ave. (toward Sturkey’s). Coffee & doughnuts can be had at the Wyoming
Pastry Shop, 1/2 block E of Sturkey’s & across the street. Or, coffee & croissants can be had at Le Cezanne, directly across
Wyoming Ave. from the library. Do not browse the library w/food in hand — it causes too much confusion about just what

therules are.

Time: 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM -- program -->12:15PM - 2:00 PM -- lunch at Sturkeys
Sturkey’s Restaurant; 400 Wyoming Ave.;to preview the menu, or get agood map: http://www.sturkeys.com

http://www.sturkeys.com/pages/info_location.htm
Please mark your calendar and plan to attend!..See you there!

Joint us....to 1ind out what's real and what s not!
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